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Introduction 


While it is recognized that a 
citizen's right to vote is basic to the 
success of the democratic process, too 
few American citizens exercise this 
privilege. Not only are voter turn- 
outs low, but the reasons for this are 
even more disturbing. Nearly one- 
third of eligible New Jersey residents 
did not even register to vote in the 
past election and among the 18-20 
age group, nearly two-thirds did not 
register. Low voter turnout can also 
be attributed to a lack of information 
about the candidates, the electoral 
process, and the issues. 

To help combat such statis- 
tics, the Political Institute class con- 
ucts two voter information projects. 
Each year, in-house voter registra- 
tion is done three times at the high 
school so that all eligible students 
can easily register to vote in elections 
held throughout the year. In addi- 
tion, this special publication is re- 
searched, written, printed and dis- 
ributed so that each office up for 
election is explained along with the 
views and background of each candi- 
date running for office. 

My thanks to the Political 
nstitute class for a fine job, to Ms. 
Cannito and Andrew Serafin for com- 
uter program instruction, to Eugene 
Brodach and especially Sean Sulli- 
van for layout and to Marlene Ver- 
rastro and all the wonderful people 
at the Board of Elections without 
whom this paper could not exist. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE SENATE 


The New Jersey State Senate _ right to confirm or deny each nomi- 
is considered to be the upper house of __ nee. It also possesses the unique 


the State Legislature. It has forty power of Senatorial Courtesy which 
members who are elected by the peo- allows a Senator to prevent the dis- 
ple in each of the state's forty election cussion and vote on a nominee from 
districts in odd numbered years. his/her district. 

n order to become a State The President of the Senate 
Senator you must be at least 30 years is chosen from its membership and 
old and have been a resident of New presides over all meetings. Before 
Jersey for four years prior to the elec- _ the referendum regarding the crea- 
tion. You must also live in the district tion of a Lieutenant Governor, the 
you want to represent. State Senators President of the Senate was next in 
serve four year terms on a 2-4-4year line if the Governor became inca- 
cycle. This means that one out of pacitated or was unable to fulfill 
every three terms will be only two bis/her duties. The present Presi- 
years which allows the boundaries of dent is Richard Codey. 
the districts to be redrawn as soon as The current composition of 
there are major population changes. the New Jersey Senate is 21 Democ- 

n addition to its legislative rats and 18 Republicans. One seat 
powers, the State Senate reviews all is vacant. 
gubernatorial appointees and has the 


ROBERT M. GORDON 


By Rebecca Ericson 


Robert Gordon, Democrat, was Lawn Fire Governor. In addition he has ronment and Solid Waste Committee. He is 
born on July 3, 1950 and has always lived served as a delegate in the Democratic Na- also part of many other programs on the 
in Fair Lawn. He earned a B.A iv politi- tion Conventions in 1988 and in 1992. He state level that relate to this. Recently he 
cal economy at Williams College and a was also selected to be a delegate to the was appointed to the new flood-control 
M.B.A. at the Wharton School of the Democratic Nation Convention in 1988 and panel which is focusing on preventing 
University of Pennsylvania. In addition in 1992. Being a Democrat, Gordon sup- flooding and making long-term changes. 
he is currently representing the thirty- ports retirement security, economic pros- He has also sponsored measures to protect 
eighth district in the New Jersey General perity and energy independence. He is also natural resources. In addition, Gordon has 
Assembly. He also works as a manage- focused on civil rights, affordable health also sponsored many bills including, 
ment consultant. He is very active in his care, and security. “Worker Freedom from Employer Intimi- 
hometown where he served as Mayor and Gordon is active in helping the dation Act”, better health wellness insur- 
on the Fair Lawn Ethics Board, Fair environment. In the State Assembly, ance benefits, and provides for various 
Lawn Borough Council, and the Fair Gordon was elected Vice Chair of the Envi- — school district accountability measures. 

By S. Rubin 


Robert Colletti is the Re- ber of voters, by petition, to propose alaw know where the nearly $10 billion 
publican candidate for the State and secure its submission to the elector- the state loaned to the School Con- 
Senate seat in District 38. Colletti ate or to the legislature for approval. Col- struction Corporation. went. “It is 
resides in Elmwood Park. Besides _ letti is also a supporter of free enterprise. unfathomable how a state agency 


being a politician he is also the He is against giving illegal aliens can squander a big chunk of an $8 

owner of a construction company. _ valid driver's license. As he states, a li- billion school construction plan and 
Robert Colletti has many cense is meant for “Honest, hardworking no one in Trenton demands account- 

new ideas for New Jersey. He sup- Americans.” ability,” stated Colletti. 

ports starting the Initiative. This Robert Colletti is also against the 


procedure enables a specified num- squandering of money. He wants to 
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NEW JERSEY GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


The lower house of the New 
Jersey State Legislature is known as 
the General Assembly. The Assem- 
bly is made up of 80 members called 
Assemblymen. There are 40 state 
districts, whose boundaries are set 
every ten years after the federal cen- 
sus, and each district elects two As- 
semblymen. 

To be a member of the Gen- 
eral Assembly a person must be at 
least 21 years of age, a United 
States citizen, and be a resident of 
New Jersey for at least two years 
prior to the election. A candidate 
must also be a resident of his or her 
district for at least a year. 

Aj] Assemblymen serve two 
year terms. Before they assuming 
office they must take an oath swear- 
ing their allegiance to the Constitu- 
tions of the United States and the 


State of New Jersey. They also prom- 
ise to faithfully and fully carry out 
the duties of their office. 

Assemblymen are exempt 
from arrest when traveling to and 
from legislative sessions and are im- 
mune from prosecution regarding any 
statement made during a session or 
committee meeting. Although it is 
considered a part 

The Assembly is led by a 
Speaker who is chosen by the mem- 
bers from among their ranks. It is 
the Speaker who decides the agenda 
for the Assembly, finalizes its sched- 
ule, appoints all committee chairs 
and oversees all meetings. 

The current composition of 
the Assembly is 48 Democrats and 30 
Republicans. At present, two seats 
are vacant. 
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RENEE CZARNECKI 


Renee Czarnecki is a Repub- 
lican candidate seeking a position in 
the State Assembly in the 2007 Gen- 
eral Election. Czarnecki finds the 
major problems of the state lie 
within the state capital, Trenton, 
due to poor decisions made by cur- 
rent officers who lack thought for 
the average person. The thing that 
sets her apart from the current offi- 
cers would be the fact that she un- 
derstands how hard it really is for 
the average person struggling to 
raise a family in New Jersey. 

When Czarnecki is not cam- 
paigning, she is at her music store, 
which she owns with her husband. 
Like most of the population, she is 
an entrepreneur. She feels that this 
allows her to connect with the aver- 
age person, whom she is most con- 
cerned about. Renee Czarnecki is big 
on creating a “real” person image to 
the people in New Jersey. She wants 
people to know that she understands 
the difficulties in owning a business 
and having children. This is appar- 


By Grace Lee 


ent in her strategies in campaigning. 
She does most of her campaigning at 
town functions, such as street fairs, 
town barbeques, and fun days. An- 
other strategy employed by Czarnecki 
is the bus stop campaign, which in- 
cludes talking to people waiting for 
buses on their way to work. 

The biggest issues in her cam- 
paign are the high property taxes and 
health insurance. She is not an elitist, 
but rather a business person and 
knows from personal experiences how 
these policies affect real people. If 
elected, she promises to devote much 
effort in lowering property taxes and 
improving the health care system. She 
wants to cut state spending and create 
yeal tax relief for middle class home- 
owners. She also supports eminent 
domain reforms that will protect pri- 
vate property rights. Czarnecki be- 
lieves in some sort of universal health 
care, yet, does not want to bound peo- 
ple to just one system. She feels it is 
necessary to provide an alternate 
health care plan for those of low in- 


come. 

Not only is Czarnecki con- 
cerned with the policies being made, 
she is also concerned with the lack of 
ethical standards in the system and in 
the state. Czarnecki feels there is a dire 
need for tougher anti-corruption laws 
and a way to stop politicians from abus- 
ing the people’s tax dollars. Czarnecki 
jooks to reform spending so suburban. 
children and their parents get the edu- 
cation they pay for. 
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JOHN DRISCOLL JR. 


By E 


ward Reep 


hat has become an issue within the 
state and its governing bodies. 
Driscol} wants to bring com- 


and that all the tax money does not 
even guarantee the services other 
states provide. For example, Rut- 


John Driscoll is running as a 
Republican for the Assembly seat in 
the 38th district and wants to help 


New Jersey by reforming 


he school 


funding system, fighting corruption, 


gers, the State University, is more 
expensive for New Jersey students 


assionate rule to New Jersey to be 
concerned with its people and not 


helping the disabled, and reforming than the state universities in any with any selfish means. New Jersey 
taxes. other state. The difference for in- needs honest office holders ani 

High on the list of situa- state versus out of state students is John Driscoll feels he can fit exactly 
tions Driscoll really objects to is the a meager 2500 dollars. New Jersey hat need. 


terribly flawed system for budgeting 
money for schools and education. 
The current system is wasteful and 
mismanaged and ultimately results 
in poor performance at a higher ex- 
pense. If he were in office, Driscoll 
says he would try to reform this 
system to reach its fullest potential. 
He also feels that in general 
New Jersey's citizens are over-taxed 


He wants to be a voice 

‘or those who axe disabled in New 
Jersey, having three autistic chil- 
dren himself. He feels there needs 
o be a better representation o 
hose in New Jersey who cannot 
represent themselves. 
He is running alongside 

Renee Czarnecki for the Assembly. 


ranks as one of the top 5 most taxed 
states, and the ill effects of this can 
be felt across the board. Especially, 
Driscoll feels the elderly and those 
on fixed incomes are hurt by this 
situation, where they are forced to 
contend with more than they are 
able. Driscoll believes that one of 
the causes of the aforementioned 
problems is the rampant corruption 


CONNIE WAGNER 


Connie Wagner, The democ- 
ratic nominee for assemblywoman, 
for District #38, graduated from 
Trenton State College in 1970, 
where she was a Social/English edu- 
cation major. Two weeks after her 
graduation, she got married to Rich- 
ard Wagner, and over the years, 
had three children: Robert, John, 
and Michelle. She completed her 
Masters degree in student services 
at Montclair State University. She 
is currently serving as a Bergen 
County Freeholder. 

Connie Wagner has been 
working in the education field for 
thirty-six years. She has spent six 
years working as an English and 
Social Studies teacher in Bogota. In 
1976 she became a guidance coun- 
selor and served as a director of 
guidance. In 1997 she took a job at 
Paramus high School, as a guidance 
counselor. 

Wagner's interest in local 
government began thirty-one years 
ago when she became the president 


By: Christopher Tailor 


of the Parents Swim Team Associa- 
tion. In 2000 she was nominated to 
serve on the pool commission for the 
swim team. A year later she was 
elected to chair the swim team pool 
commission. During her time of ser- 
vice the commission replaced the 
playground near the pool, installed 
new fencing and lighting, and started 
construction of a pool deck. 

The Paramus Democratic Or- 
ganization asked her to run for the 
Paramus Town Council, Which she 
accepted. She has worked with the 
Shade Tree and Parks, Rescue depart- 
ment, Police Committee, the fourth of 
July, and many more. She has also 
worked along with senior citizens as a 
County Liaison. Since she was ap- 
pointed to be in the Bergen County 
Board of Freeholders, She has fought 
to keep taxes stable, preserve open 
space, and enhance cultural and sen- 
jor services for families. 
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Joan M. Voss, originally from 
New York City, has always been a po- 
itical and community activist. From 
1993-2004 she served on the Fort Lee 
Borough Council and is currently a 
member of the Fort Lee Municipal Alli- 
ance Committee which allowed her to 
help organize community and school 
activities. She was a teacher at Fort. 
Lee High School for forty-one years and 
also served in the positions of the De- 
artment Chair for the Social Studies, 
English, Science, Math, and Guidance. 
She obtained her Bachelors and Mas- 
ters Degrees from Montclair State Uni- 
versity and her Doctorate in Education 
‘rom Fordham University. Voss has 
een in the General Assembly since 
2004 and hopes to hold her place there 
after the election. 

There are several issues around 
which she has focused her current cam- 
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JOAN M. VOSS 


By: C. Marcus 


paign. The first of these is that she 
would like to eliminate unnecessary 
expenses in public schools. Voss be- 
lieves that school spending should be 
mostly dedicated to the students and 
the education that they are receiving. 
She feels that it is important that 
students are taught about things that 
they can apply to every day life situa- 
tions to help make learning more 
relevant and understandable for 
them. She also thinks that having 
smaller classers would allow students 
to gain more individual attention 
which they may require and, as a re- 
sult, will be able to learn much bet- 
ter. 


Another issue that Ms. Voss 
would like to concentrate on is get- 
ting rid of waste within the school 
system. In order to do this, she thinks 
that it would be best to obtain addi- 


tional funding from the state, but have 
the property taxes balanced. By mak- 
ing property taxes less of a priority to 
school funding, it will help relieve sen- 
ior citizens and lower income families. 
Lastly, Ms. Voss would like to 
try and go about finding solutions to 
the problems of air pollution and traffic 
congestion. She feels the main solution 
to having less traffic would be for peo- 
ple to find alternative modes of trans- 
portation. For example, buses, rail- 
roads, and ferries could all be devel- 
oped to help decrease peoples’ depend- 
ency on their vehicles. To address the 
issue of pollution control, Voss feels 
that the Environmental Protection 
Agency should begin enforcing strict 
rules upon industries regarding the 
amount of pollution that they create. 


FREEHOLDERS 


The earliest records 
of the Bergen County Board of 
Freeholders date back to May 
19, 1715 and the organization. 
and operation of the Board 
remained unchanged until 
1985. In that year, the voters 
approved a recommendation 
made by the Bergen County 
Charter Study Commission to 
modify and modernize the 
organization and operations of 
the Board. 

Today, the Board of 
Freeholders consists of seven 
members (instead of nine) 
who are elected in staggered 
three year terms by the regis- 
tered voters of Bergen 
County. They are supervised 
by a County Executive. 

The Board acts as the legisla- 
tive body for Bergen County. 
It also advises and consents to 
the actions and policies of the 
County Executive. The Board 
oversees the County's eight 
departments (instead of 58). 


ELIZABETH 


CALABRESE 


By: K.Ahearn 


Elizabeth Calabrese is a 
woman who is ambitious when it 
comes to the game of politics. Her 
jobs and duties are not limited to 
just being a Freeholder. She is the 
chairperson of the Health and Hu- 
man Services Committee, Chan: 
person of the Special Services 
Scholl District Board of School Es- 
timate, and was appointed by Gov- 
ernor Richard Codey to represent 
Bergen County on the New Jersey 
Highlands Council. She has served 
as Councilwomen for her town of 
Wallington since 2000. 

Calabrese has a fierce fervor for 
helping the elderly and the chil- 
dren whenever she can. 


She is on the committee of parks and hu- 
man resources so she can try and help 
communities everywhere. Even though 
she is very busy. she is married to her 
husband Charles. 

They have lived in Wallington for 28 
years and have three daughters, Lauren, 
Christina, and Julianna. 

Calabrese has helped keep Bergen 
County safe. She has upgraded public 
safety and supplied first responders with 
brand new equipment and bio- hazard 
suits. She has helped senior citizens by 
yeducing drug prices by up to fifty per- 
cent. Children have benefited because 
she put aside 8,857 acres of land to cre- 
ate parks. 
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JAMES CARROLL 


By: Arnold Shin 


James M. Carroll is a Democrat. who has 
served on the Bergen County Board of Chosen Free- 
holders since 2008. Carroll was selected to replace 
Dennis McNerney and finish his term as a Free- 
holder. Carroll is employed by the Verizon Corpora- 
tion for the past 29 years. He is also the Mayor of 
Demarest. 

As a Freeholder, Carroll served as the Chair- 
man of the Freeholder Parks and Public Works Com- 
mittee and is also a member of the Freeholder Com- 
mittees for Education and Law and Public Safety. He 
has recently been working with Freeholder Vice 
Chairman David L. Ganz on several resolutions. Car- 
roll and Ganz co-sponsored the first appointment to 
the Bergen County Asian American Advisory Board 
on May 3, 2006. They appointed Monica Cho, a law- 
yer and active member of her community, to serve for 
the next 3 years on the board. Freeholder Carroll 
stated, “Now we have a direct liaison between the 
County and the Asian Americans. With this new 
board in place we will be able to handle promptly any 
issues or concerns that arise within the community.” 
They also co-sponsored a resolution that promised the 
home-owncrs of Bergen County that their property is 
safe from being “condemned”. This resolution came 
after a U.S. Supreme Court decision giving towns the 
right to use eminent domain to “condemn” the prop- 
erty of homeowners for private economic develop- 
ment. 

Carroll claims that he will have the working 
class familics of Bergen County in mind if clected. He 
knows that Health Insurance is a big concern for 
many. Most Heath Insurance is overpriced and offers 
little coverage. As Mayor of Demarest, Carroll fought 
for a better and a more flexible health insurance car- 
rier for Demarest’s employees. He was successful and 
this resulted in over $180,000 in savings. Carroll also 
served as Police Chairman for Demarest and helped 
the borough get over $150,000 in funding from the 
Town Council. He was also able to obtain more than 
$225,000 in community development grants. He 
plants to do the same for the county if elected Free- 
holder. 


PAUL A. DUGGAN 


By: Ken Wiegers 


Paul Duggan is running as a Republican for 
Bergen County Freeholder. Duggan immigrated le- 
gally to the United States in 1989. He was raised in 
reland and attended college in both Ireland and Ger- 
many. Duggan has a strong stance against illegal 
immigration, using himself as an example of how im- 
migration should be. 

Duggan hosts an impressive employment. 
1istory which boasts adept management skills, hav- 
ing been president and vice president of two different 
companies. He also has military cxperience. He feels 
his helps him make up for never having held a politi- 
cal office before. 

Duggan wants county government. to be 
‘frugal and effective”. He plans to weed out corrup- 
ion by implementing a full disclosure program with 
any contractors working for the county. He believes 
this will in effect help curb the overdevelopment Ber- 
gen County is facing. Duggan is also a gun enthusi- 
ast, belonging to two gun clubs and supporting the 
right to bear arms. 


ROBERT B. YUDIN 


Robert B. Yudin is a Republican candidate 
for Bergen County Freeholder. He is running on the 
"Best. 4 Bergen" ticket with the other Republican 
candidates for Freeholder and Sheriff. This group 
would like to unseat the Democrats and restore 
"honest. and open” government to the county. 

The big campaign issue for Yudin is what he 
and his running mates see as rampant corruption. 
They hold the Democratic officeholders throughout 
the state accountable for what they cite as unfair 
and deceptive actions. He feels that the Republicans 
would restore integyity to politics and practices. 

Yudin has a long history of public service. 
He served two terms on the Wyckoff Board of Educa- 
tion and was Vice Chairman of the Wyckoff Plan- 
ning Board. He was also appointed to the Fire 
Training and Education Advisory Board by the Free- 
holders and to the position of Director of the Nd Is- 
rael Commission by Governor Whitman who also 
appointed him to be the Administrator of the NJ 
Interagency Coordinating Committee. 

A graduate of Rutgers University, Yudin is 
married and has three children 
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CHARLES KAHWATY 


By: Sean Sullivan 


Charles J.X. Kahwaty, a 
local attorney from Ridgewood, is 
one of the Republicans running for 
Freeholder in Bergen County. He 
plans to correct the “political she- 
nanigans” he feels plague Bergen 
County. “There is a lack of account- 
ability in Bergen County that is 
pervasive and uncontrolled,” said 
Kahwaty in a recent interview. 

As an attorney for the last 
twenty-five years, he has repre- 
sented all people, including victims 
of domestic violence, at no cost. This 
earned him the Carol Dervitz Ser- 
vice to the Community Award in 
2002. Kahwaty was also the past 
president of the Bergen County Bar 
Association and is responsible for 
raiding its membership to over two 
thousand members. At his solo 
Ridgewood law firm, Mr. Kahwaty 
practices personal injury law, com- 
mercial litigation, municipal court 
law, DWI and collections. He is a 
graduate of Georgetown University 
and earned his law degree from 


Seton Hall University School of Law. 
Charles J.X. Kahwaty is tak- 
ing a strong stand against the current, 
primarily Democratic, county govern- 
ment. He plans to regulate suburban 
sprawl, improve mass transit, improve 
schools and take a stand against big 
boss politics. He strongly urges that 
diversity and change is necessary in 
county government to prevent one 
party from controller all aspects of it. 
“In Hackensack, the county 
spent $23.11 per person on open space, 
while in Old Tappan they spent 
$276.36 per person, over 10 times as 
such,” Kaywaty explained. “It is time 
to bring fairness to bear on the open 
space question. Before we grant an 
increase in open space taxes we should 
develop a formula for spending.” 
Kahwaty’s campaign is being 
driven by the idea that the Democrats 
have been in control of the county gov- 
ernment for too long. He plans to bring 
about change in which will climinate 
big party boss control, help the com- 
mon man, and end proposed scandals. 


TOMAS PADILLA 


By: Eugene Brodach 


Tomas Padilla has served 
as a Freeholder since 2005, when he 
became the second Hispanic elected 
to the position. Prior to being 
elected to the position, he was cho- 


sen to fulfill the unexpired term of 


Jack Alter of Fort Lee in 2002. In 
2007, he was unanimously chosen 
as Chairman of the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders, becoming the first His- 
panic to achieve this position. 
Having graduated from the 
Bergen County Police Academy, 
Padilla is employed in Hackensack 
as Captain in the Police Depart- 
ment where he commands the youth 
division. He also served as Com- 
mander of the Bureau of Criminal 
Identification. This strong law en- 
forcement background plays a large 
role in his work as a Freeholder and 
influences his policies and views. 


For one thing, Padilla has 
created many public safety initia- 
tives. These include establishing a 
Countywide Emergency Alert Noti- 
fication System, providing 1,650 
personal protection suits for First 
Responders in all municipalities, 
and acquiring communication 
equipment for Emergency Manage- 
ment Coordinators. As a uniformed 
officer who was an active member of 
his union, he is an avid supporter of 
abor unions and has worked to help 
hem. 

Padilla sits on several other 
Freeholder committees that have 
offered him the opportunity to im- 
rove the lives of Bergen County’s 
residents. These include the Or- 
ganization and Internal Affairs 
Committee, the Park and Public 
Works Committee, the Transporta- 
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SHERIFF 


The New Jersey State Consti- 
tution requires each county to elect 
three officials, one of which is the Sher- 
iff. The Sheriff is elected by the voters 
of Bergen County and serves a three 
year term. While there are no specific 
requirements for the office, it is ex- 
pected that all candidates have experi- 
ence in law enforcement, administra- 
tion, and knowledge of current laws. 
The Sheriffs salary and all of the oper- 
ating expenscs of his office must be 
paid by the county. 

The powers and duties of the 
office are not specifically stated in the 
Constitution. Instead, they have 
evolved through statutes passed over 
the years. The duties of the Sheriff in- 
clude serving civil and criminal war- 
rants, grand jury indictments, and 
other legal papers. He/she is also re- 
sponsible for assembling and maintain- 
ing juries, incarcerating and caring for 
prisoners, and maintaining courtroom 
order. The Sheriff is also in charge of 
conducting "Sheriff's Sales" which are 
property sales ordered by the courts. 

The Sheriff also has some law 
enforcement authority and is typically 
empowered by the Freeholders to oper- 
ate the country jail and workhouse. 


tion Committee, Shared Services 
Committee; and the School Board of 
Estimates for the Vocational 
Schools. 

Padilla intends to preserve 
what open spaces Bergen County 
has left. He feels that real estate 
development is healthy, but not 
when it completely overruns parks 
and other recreational areas. He is 
opposed to the proposed plan for 
building a new detention facility in 
Hackensack and seeks to curb other 
plans for commercial or residential 
develapment. in the county. Fur- 
thermore, the Freeholder seeks to 
further his work in 


OT 
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LEO P. MCGUIRE 


Leo P. McGuire is the sheriff of Ber- 
gen County New Jersey, an office he 
has held since 2004. His primary 
concern has been the safety and. 
security of the residents in Bergen 
County. Sheriff McGuire and his 
staff emphasize the use of new inno- 
vations to accomplish their goals. 

McGuire enlisted in the 
U.S. Army in 1978 at age 18 and 
served in the Military Police Corps. 
This is where he gained the basic 
knowledge of how to protect. commu- 
nities and towns. After the army, 
McGuire became a police officer in 
Ridgefield Park. He has also served 
as a Councilman for the Borough of 
Oakland. 

Sheriff McGuire has helped 


By: Mike Epstein 


introduce laptops to the Bergen 
County Jail. With over 1,000 in- 
mates and only 12 computers in the 
jail’s library this made for a lot of 
commotion and danger. At the in- 
mates’ request, a laptop can be de- 
livered to his or her cell. This is eas- 
ier and safer than having groups of 
inmates walk around at the same 
time. There is only one program on 
the computer, Westlaw, which is a 
program where inmates can do re- 
search on their cases and look into 
their rights. 

McGuire has a new way of 
looking at things. Regarding the 
recent bomb scare in Emerson, he 
felt there were positive and nega- 
tive results. He was pleased that 


HARRY SHORTWAY JR. 


By: Aytac Tarcan. 


Harry Shortway Jr. is the Re- 
publican candidate for the office of 


Sheriff of Bergen County. Mr. Shortway 


has had an illustrious career, having 
served as a police officer on the Ridge- 


wood narcotics bureau for 12 years. Mr. 


Shortway also holds many awards and 
accolades for his years of service on the 
police force. His children also follow in 
his footsteps as public service people. 


threc working as police officers, and one 


working as a fireman. Shortway was 
also a former enlisted marine, and is a 
member of the American Legion. 


Shortway is currently running 
under the “Best4Bergen” bracket with 


Charles Kahwaty, Robert B. Yudin, and 


Paul Duggan. This group feels that 
the Democrats have had control of the 
county government for far too long. 
They propose to help the common man, 
remove the ‘big boss’ control of the gov- 
ernment, and help stop the scandals in 
the government. 


Mr. Shortway’s stand in all of 


this is a simple, yet ambitious goal: He 
intends to stop drug-based violence in 
Bergen County, stop youth and gang 
violence and end crime in Bergen 
County. He also stands firmly against 
illegal immigration, and intends to 
fight for a new law that would allow 
county officers to perform searches on 
suspected illegal immigrants, and en- 
force the immigration laws in Bergen 
County. 


In addition, Mr. Shortway is 
an avid sports fan. He coaches multi- 
ple sports in Bergen County, helping 
to keep it’s youth out of gangs and 
away from drugs. Along with this, he 
has worked as the Undersheriff of Ber- 
gen County. During his time as Un- 
dersheriff, he worked to stop youth 
and gang based violence, which is a 
major goal of his if he is elected as 
Sheriff. 


the law enforcement resources were 
effective in eliminating the threat. 
No one was hurt and all the re- 
sources were readily available. The 
negative was that over 14,000 chil- 
dren were out of school. 

Sheriff Leo P. McGuire 
lives in Oakland with his wife and 
two daughters. He continues to pro- 
vide safety and security for the citi- 
zens of Bergen County. 


ALLAN W. 
CAAN 


By: Hyun Lee 


Allan W. Caan is the only 
independent running for Fair Lawn 
Town Council. He has a prestigious 
yeputation for his accomplishments, 
and known for his respect towards 
his fellow members in the commu- 
nity. 


When asked what his goa 
are for the town if elected, he said 
he wants to accomplish a few things 
at hand. He stated that he would 
make sure that the people are get- 
ting the most for the dollars that 
they spend; he would also like to see 
new services, such as the Fair Lawn 
Veteran Volunteer Coalition, devel- 
oped. He wants to provide a dis- 
count for prescription drugs for the 
elderly, provide parents with chil- 
dren going to college a tuition bene- 
fit, and work on making Fair Lawn 
a safe place for children. 


QD 


TOWN 
COUNCIL 


Fair Lawn is governed by a 
five member town council 
whose members are elected by 
the registered voters in Fair 
Lawn and serve for four years. 
The terms are staggered so 
that two are elected at one 
time and three are elected two 
years later. The Mayor is cho- 
sen by the Council from its 
own membership. 


Although the Mayor 


persides over all Council meet- 


ings and is the "public face" of 
town, representing Fair Lawn 
at all ceremonial occasions. 
He/she is still a member of the 
Council and has no more pow- 
erful than any of the other 
members, with the exception 
of appointing people to the 
Library and Planning Boards 
where he/she also serves as a 
member. The Council ap- 
points all other officials, in- 
cluding the assessor, auditor, 
orough attorney, borough 
manager, municipal clerk, 
municipal court judge, the 
treasurer of the Planning 
Board and all members of the 
Zoning Board. 


The Council holds 
work sessions regularly every 
other week. Additional ses- 
sions can be scheduled, if war- 
ranted. Public meetings are 
held on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of each month at 
Borough Hall except for the 
summer when only one meet- 
ing is held each month. 

The Council's 
hree major powers are appro- 
priating money and approving 
expenditures, creating and/or 
amending town laws to meet 
he changing needs of the citi- 
zens, and oversight of projects, 
expenditures, etc. 
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JOSEPH TEDESCHI 


By: Joseph Christianson 


Daly Field and the Hayward Tract; 
a plan that is controversial. Joseph 


Joseph Tedeschi is a De- 


mocrat running for the office of 
Town Council. 


Ted 


eschi has been the head of the 


Community School for the past 


twe. 


ve years. He served as a coun- 


cilman for Fair Lawn from 1991- 
2000 and as Mayor during 1996. 


son 
Col 


and 


Tedeschi grew up in Pater- 
and attended Montclair State 
ege. He has a wife, three sons, 
has been a resident of Fair 


Lawn for twenty-nine years. He 


has 
ere 


also served as a coach, teacher, 
it manager, treasurer, company 


president, and an office manager in 


the 
hob 


past. One of Mr. Tedeschi’s 
ies includes cooking. 
Tedeschi is fighting to keep 


open space in Fair Lawn. He does- 
n't want companies coming in and 


buil 


ding large, expensive condo- 


miniums. For example, Landwork 
wants to build condominiums on the 


Tedeschi has brought this 


court a. 


fight to 
nd is suing the company. He 


feels that since Fair Lawn is al- 
ready 97.5% developed it should 


help keep the land for the 


recreal 


arks and 
ional areas and not build 


new buildings. On the other band, 


Tedesc 
centra 


ition of a 
He feels 


hi is against the ad 
park in Radburn. 


that Radburn has enough parks and 


no other sites were considere 


centra. 


fora 
park. 
Tedeschi wants to balance 


the budget, reduce costs, share ser- 


vices, and carefully plan for t 


e fu- 


ture. Fair Lawn is financially very 


strong 
for the 


for the 


and the town pays its taxes 

best services being delivered. 
Joseph Tedeschi is running 

Borough Council along with 


Democrats Steve Weintstein and 
Lisa Swain. 
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JOHN F. GIL IV 


By: K. Grushka 


This Republican candidate, 


Curren 


ly, as a candidate for 
currently running for the Fair Lawn Town Council, John Gil has concentrated 


“transparent” government is more 
than necessary and that the ap- 


Town Council in the upcoming mu- 
nicipal elections, has more than a 
few ideas on his mind. Twenty- 
eight-year-old Gil, a life-long resi- 
dent of Fair Lawn, majored in po- 
litical science at Ramapo College. 
His long-standing interest in inter- 
national politics motivated him to 
attend a semester of college at the 
United Nations. More locally, how- 
ever, during his last two years of 
college, he began working as a vol- 
unteer at the office of Congress- 
woman Marge Roukema. He was 
he director of operations during the 
2000 primaries and, eventually, 
became a district staff member, 
where he dealt with a variety of 
federal agencies. In particular, Gil 
very often handled issues concern- 
ing veteran’s affairs. While these 
experiences were significant, he 


his platform on 
and most promi 
land. At present 
Fair Lawn is so. 


of this open space is now being considered 
he site for unrestricted 
Instead, Gil proposes the creation of a 

Fair Lawn central park. He believes that 


as 


two main points. The first 
nent is the conservation of 


preserving this 


ture generations and, in the long-term, 
improve the quality of 
Overpopulation, he 
ready become a problem in the town of 
Fair Lawn and, with it, the rising growth 
rate and constant demand 
climbed. With the demand. high and the 
supply dwindling, the cost 
person to live in the area has, in turn, in- 
creased. This fact has raised high concern 
among residents particularly as it involves 
the second of Gil’s main points, stabilizing 
taxes. He believes the approach the gov- 


wil 


, roughly 3% of the land in 
ely open space. A section 


ownhouses. 
and will only benefit fu- 
ife. 


says, has al- 


or services has 


‘or the average 


pointment of board officials must be 
based on qualifications rather than 
connections. Gil also suggests tele- 
vising Town Council work sessions 
to directly inform the people of 
their government’s 
mately, he strongly supports the 
involvement of the people and 
hopes to see them develop a deeper 
interest in their local politics. 


activities. Ulti- 


began to divert his efforts towards 
he town he had always called 
nome. 


mu 


st be proactive. 


ernment takes in solving these problems 


Gil believes an open, honest, and 


MICHAEL RONEY 


By: Oren Auslin 


Michael Roney is a Republican 
candidate running for Town Council in 
Fair Lawn. He has been a resident of 
the town for twenty-two years. The is- 
sues he would like to address, if elected, 
include reforming the Recreation Cen- 
ter, keep any open space available and 
lowering taxes. 

Mr. Roney would like to reform 
the Recreation Center. He believes that 
the center was improperly planned. He 
is upset that the $13 million building 
was not voted on by the residents of 
Fair Lawn and that it should have been 
created to earn money for the town to 
cover the costs of its construction. Mr. 
Roney blames the Democratic Council 
in Fair Lawn for hiring contractors 
whom may not be the most productive, 
but who supported the Democratic 


Party. 


Another issue that Michael 


Roney ad 


resses is preserving the 


small amount of open space in Fair 
Lawn. There is only 3% of open 
space in the town, and that in- 
cludes parks and sports grounds. 
He is very upset about the con- 


struction plans 


‘or Daly Field, 


which is the field on the corner of 


Plaza Road. Mr. 


Rooney feels it 


was wrong that te Radburn Asso- 


d the 


ciation so 


ield without ask- 


ing the residents of Radburn for 
approval. Mr. Roney is one of the 
78% of the residents in Radburn 


who are against 


the construction of 


town houses on. 


Daly Field. He also 


blames the Democrats for over- 


developing Fair 


Lawn. He wants 


Fair Lawn to preserve the small 
amount of open space it has left. 
The last issue Mr. Roney would 
like to solve is the high taxes in Fair 
Lawn. He believes that Fair Lawn resi- 
dents are paying more taxes than ever 
before and blames the Democratic 
Council for spending the town’s money 
on party contributors. He explained 
that the Nabisco building on Route 208 
pays the most taxes in Fair Lawn. 
Roney also believes that Fair Lawn 
should have built warehouses instead of 
office because he feels it would reduce 
the amount of taxes that Fair Lawn 
residents pay. 
Michael Rooney has been mar- 
ried for 26 years and is the father of 
two daughters. He grew up in Ohio, and 
has lived in Montana, Colorado, and 
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LISA SWAIN 


By: C. Marcus 


A resident for thirteen 
years, Lisa Swain has decided to 
run for a position in the Fair Lawn 
Town Council. She has been an ac- 
tive community member, involved 
in Community Campaigns for Save 
the Children, serving as a library 
trustee for six years, being an ex- 
ecutive board member at Temple 
Avoda for four years, and being 
chairperson of the Radburn Cul- 
tural Arts Committee for five years. 
Since 1999, she has been an aquat- 
ics assistant at the Y.M.C.A in addi- 
tion to being an executive boar 
member for North Jersey Masters, 
the running club that produces the 
"Ridgewood Run", the biggest race 
in Bergen County. Mrs. Swain has 
run four marathons as well as nu- 
merous triathlons while still man- 
aging to have a marriage and two 
children. She earned a bachelor's 
degree from the University of Roch- 
ester and, shortly after, obtained 
her master's from New York Uni- 
versity. Mrs. Swain has an enor- 
mous amount of experience support- 
ing decision to run. She feels capa- 
ble of handling the position that she 
is running for. 


The first major issue 
that Mrs. Swain is addressing in 
her campaign is taxes. If elected, 
she would work to keep taxes at a 
stable rate so that Fair Lawn can 
continue to be an affordable place 
‘ov both young families with chil- 
dren and seniors. She feels that 
since so many seniors are on fixed 
incomes, taxes need to stay at af- 
‘ordable levels so that they are able 
to continue living in the community. 
She also hopes to promote the idea 
of economic development which will 
elp to keep Fair Lawn a progres- 
sive town. Mrs. Swain will help to 
promote the image of Fair Lawn to 
usinesses, which would add to the 
quality of life and support the needs 
of the community. If elected, as one 
of her first goals, she has high 
hopes to possibly replace the Eckerd 
on Fair Lawn Avenue with a small 
food market to try and accommo- 
date more people. 
n addition, Mrs. 
Swain's campaign is greatly focused 
on environmental, issues. On a local 
level she feels it is important to look 
at the ways in which all vehicles are 
used, such as police cars, school 


STEVE WEINSTEIN 


S. Galperin 


Steve Weinstein, who is currently running for a seat in the Fair Lawn Town 
Council, is the current Mayor of Fair Lawn. Weinstein, a Democrat, resides in Fair 


Lawn and has three children who attend Fair Lawn schools. 


Mayor Weinstein’s goal is to find ways in which Fair Lawn can maintain its 
individuality. One of his concerns is regarding the many unused industrial parks in 
the town. He feels that these spaces must be used effectively for the safety and im- 
provement of the borough. He recognizes that some of them may be chemically con- 


taminated, so he supports testing before consideration for public us. 


Weinstein also wants to keep open spaces in Fair Lawn, however, since Fair 
Lawn is an expanding community, he realizes residential needs must also be kept in 
mind for any future planning. He also mentioned that the newly built Community 
Center has exceeded expectations for elementary and junior high youth attendance. 
He believes it, along with the school system, are essential to the development and 


popularity of Fair Lawn. 
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buses, etc., and try to find ways to 
make their usage more efficient and 
environmentally friendly, For exam- 
ple, when vehicles need to be re- 
placed, the town could start think- 
ing of hybrids. Mrs. Swain also 
thinks that Fair Lawn could start 
exploring the idea of "sharing ser- 
vices", which would involve letting 
some neighboring communities use 
each others’ resources and help di- 
vide major expenses among all the 
towns. 


Recreation is the last of Mrs. 
Swain's major points. She feels it is 
important for children in the town 
to have places to gather and social- 
ize, rather than just at the local 
Dunkin Donuts. She thinks other 
activities should be made available 
for the children of the town, rather 
than just those associated with 
sports. She also believes it would be 
a great idea to organize concerts at 
the new community center, as well 
as other social events, and that it is 
important for the town to have well 
maintained facilities, which would 
contribute to the overall bettering of 
the town, in general. 


LISA YOURMAN 


By: T. Eisser 


Fair Lawn resident Lisa Yourman is running for Town Council in the upcoming municipal elections. A gradu- 
ate of Fair Lawn High School, Yourman has lived in Fair Lawn for 34 years. She has raised her two children, ages 17 
and 14, in Fair Lawn, and they currently attend Fair Lawn High School. Yourman graduated from William Paterson 
University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Communications and is currently self-employed as a professional photogra- 
pher. She is also a healtheare consultant and a volunteer on the New Jersey Individual Healthcare Board of Trustees. 


Yourman first became involved in politics several years ago when a personal struggle with health insurance 
coverage brought her before several Representatives of the United States Congress and inspired her to become an ad- 
vocate for others with insurance problems. Yourman wishes to continue her role as “the people’s representative” if 
elected to the Town Council. One of her goals is for people who are too busy to attend Council meetings to still be able 
to participate in local government by making herself available to the general population of Fair Lawn. 


Another one of Yourman’s goals, if elected, is to preserve open space in Fair Lawn. She opposes the building of 
178 townhouses on Daly Field and another 175 on the Clariant property. Since only three percent of Fair Lawn is cur- 
rently open space, Yourman wishes to preserve all of the park land that exists at this time in the town. She envisions 
a type of “Central Park” in Fair Lawn, composed of Daly and Hayward Fields and the Archery Plaza that will hope- 
fully remain open for generations to come. 


If elected, Yourman also wishes to stabilize taxes. By keeping municipal spending under control and using 
money wisely, she hopes to avoid having to raise taxes. Yourman would also like to see a more transparent govern- 
ment put into effect in Fair Lawn that is accountable to the people of the town. One of her goals is to make the Town 
Council more accessible to the people of Fair Lawn and to feel like they can have an active role in local government. It 
is her hope that people of Fair Lawn will see government as accessible and open instead of unapproachable and de- 
tached. She pledges to not give into political pressure and to vote solely on her principles and what she believes would 
benefit the future of Fair Lawn the most. 
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ELECCION GENERAL BALO 
BERGEN COUNTY, NE 
BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN 


PERSONAL GENERAL ELECTION | DEMOCRAT | REPUBLICAN 
HOICE ELECCION GENERAL A 

SELECCION | 38th Legislative District DEMOCRATA |REPUBLICANO 
PERSONAL 38° Distrito Legistative | Column 1/Columna1 | Column 2/Columna 2 


Member of the edna, enate 
H ROBERT M. ROBERT 
_[MM]|_miemore’ det Spnado Estata GORDO = COLLETTI 


Members of the General Assembly JOAN M. [= JOHN J. 
(VOTE FOR TWO) DRISCOLL, JR. 
Miembros de la Asamblea General 
(VOTE POR DOS) RENEE 
WAGNER 


CZARNECKI 


Sheriff 
Sheriff HARRY 
(VOTE FOR ONE/VOTE POR UNO) SHORTWAY, JR. 


Members of the Board of 
Chosen Freeholders JAMES M. CHARLES JX, 
(THREE YEAR TERM) CARROLL KAHWATY 
Wore ron Re) TOMAS J ROBERT B. 
Miembros de la Junta ; " 
De Concejales del Condado PADILLA YUDIN 


{PERIODO DE TRES ANOS) 
ELIZABETH PAUL A. 
(VOTE POR TRES) CALABRESE DUGGAN 


STEVE LISA 
WEINSTEIN YOURMAN 


Members of the Council 


Miembros del Consejo LISA JOHN F. 
(VOTE FOR THREE/VOTE POR TRES) SWAIN G I L, Iv 


JOSEPH MICHAEL 
EDESCHI RONEY 
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3 TO CHANGE A SELECTION, PRESS THE ll BUTTON AGAIN. THE GREEN X WILL DISAPPEAR AND YOU MAY MAKE A NEW SELECTION. 


4 To CAST A WRITE-IN VOTE, PRESS THE ll BUTTON IN THE PERSONAL CHOICE COLUMN, NEXT TO THE OFFICE YOU WANT TO CAST YOUR WRITE-IN VOTE FOR; A BLINKING GREEN 
NAME YOU WISH TO VOTE FOR ON THE WRITE-IN KEYBOARD. THE NAME WILL APPEAR IN THE PANEL. T0 MAKE A CORRECTION, USE THE LEFT ARROW ON THE KEYBOARD TO CHA 
VOTE PUSH ENTER LOCATED ON THE WRITE-IN KEYBOARD. REPEAT THIS PROCESS FOR EACH WRITE-IN VOTE. AN IMPROPERLY CAST VOTE WILL BE DEEMED VOID. 


CAST 
5 YOU MUST THEN PRESS THE LYOTE | BUTTON LOCATED IN THE LOWER RIGHT CORNER TO RECORD YOUR VOTE. 


5 ELECCIONES. 


r G6, 2007 1hloon A, be 
re 6, 2007 
Kathleen A. Donovan 


Bergen County Clerk/Secretaria General del Condado de Bergen 
One Bergen County Plaza, Hackensack, NJ 07601 


G QUESTIONS TO BE VOTED UPON 
UBLICOS POR LOS QUE SE VA A VOTAR 


ATE PUBLIC QUESTION #1 


) A TAX RATE OF 1% UNDER THE STATE SALES TAX FOR PROPERTY TAX REFORM YES 
opriation of an amount equal to the annual revenue derived from a tax rate of 1% imposed under the New Jersey Sales and Use Tax, exclusively for the purpose of prap- Sl 
(TERPRETIVE STATEMENT 

Use Tax Act shall be annually dedicated in a special account in the Property Tax Relief Fund and annually appropriated for property tax reform. 

PREGUNTA PUBLICA N°1 NO 


:N DEL 1% EN VIRTUD DEL IMPUESTO ESTATAL A LAS VENTAS PARA REFORMA DEL IMPUESTO DE PROPIEDAD 
ina cantidad equivalente al ingreso anual derivado de una tasa de gravamen del 1% del impuesto a las ventas y de uso de Nueva Jersey, exclusivamente para él 
Relief Fund (Fondo de reduccidn del impuesto de propiedad)? 
LARACION INTERPRETATIVA 
( de impuesto a las ventas y uso de Nueva Jersey, sera dedicada anualmente a una cuenta especial en el Property Tax Relief Fund (Fondo de reduccién del impuesto de 


ATE PUBLIC QUESTION #2 
CELL RESEARCH BOND ISSUE YES 
research projects,” as defined in the act, at institutions of higher education and other entities in the State conducting scientific and medical research, and providing the 

1d by the State Treasurer to be available in an amount equal to the sum necessary to satisfy the annual debt service obligations related to such bonds, be approved? Sl 
(TERPRETIVE STATEMENT 
‘n, as defined in the act, at institutions of higher education and other nonprofit and for profit entities in the State conducting scientific and medical research, provided 
ervice obligations related to such bonds, Grants would be awarded by the Commission on Science and Technology, subject to evaluation by an independent research 
ir benefit directly associated with the research funded by its grant, the act requires the recipient to make payments to the State in an amount representing a reasonable NO 

residents afflicted with diseases and severe injuries such as Alzheimer’s disease, cancer, diabetes, Lou Gehrig's disease, Parkinson's disease, sickle cell anemia and L L_] 


‘REGUNTA PUBLICA N°2 

A INVESTIGACION DE CELULAS MADRE 
id de $450 millones para subvencionar “proyectos de investigacién de células madre”, tal como lo define el decreto-ley, en instituciones de ensefianza superior y demas entidades det 
Jue los ingresos periddicos del Estado estén certificados por el Tesorero del Estado para estar disponibles en una cantidad iqual a fa suma necesaria para satisfacer las abligaciones 


-ARACION INTERPRETATIVA 
ica y médica de células madre, tal como lo define el decreto-ley, en instituciones de ensefianza superior y demas entidades sin fines de lucro y con fines de lucro del Estado que realicen 
cantidad igual a la suma necasaria para satisfacer las obligaciones anuales del servicio de la deuda relacionadas con dichos bonos. Las subvenciones serian concedidas por la Comisién 
® investigacion relacionada y por un pane! independiente de revisidn de la moralidad. Si un receptor de la subvencidn obtiene una ganancia o beneficio econémico asociado directamente 
rable en la inversi6n del Estado, tal como lo disponga el Tesorero del Estado. El fin de dar estas tinanciaciones es promaver una investigacién que podria beneficiar a los residentes del 
nson, anemia de células enfermas y lesiones de la médula espinal. 
ATE PUBLIC QUESTION #3 
.CRES, AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOND ACT OF 2007 YES 
J million to provide moneys for (1) the acquisition and development of lands for recreation and conservation purposes, (2) the preservation of farmland for agricultural $f ml 
lic River, and Raritan River, and their tributaries, that are prone to or have incurred flood or storm damage, and (4) funding historic preservation projects; and providin 


TERPRETIVE STATEMENT 


ie general obligation bonds. The Green Acres program preserves open space, including parks, fish and wildlife habitat, flood prone or affected areas, and lands that 
ton will ha uead tne farmland nracaryatinn nurmacae: (2) 049 millian wall he year ta find a new “Ble Arree” nraaram hy whieh the Ctate may nueehaea fram willing NO im 
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